REPRESENTATIVE

MATT CLAMAN
Protecting Your Rights: Representing Sand Lake, Spenard, and Turnagain

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
Voting is one of our most cherished
constitutional rights, and as we continue
to face challenges related to the COVID19 pandemic, we want to make it easier
for Alaskans to exercise that right. In our
country, we should not have to choose
between our right to vote and our right
to stay healthy.

by absentee ballot to request the ballot
early to make sure we avoid some of the
problems experienced in other states.

since 2004 and limits increases in the
future to the rate of inflation. It reverses
extreme rate hikes imposed by the
governor in 2019. HB 96 ensures
In this newsletter, you’ll find an Absentee
measured, predictable rate increases
Ballot Application with instructions. All
moving forward.
you need is an envelope and a stamp.
You can also request an absentee ballot
HB 29: Insurance Coverage for
on the Division of Elections website.
Telehealth
I also want to highlight some major
accomplishments of the 31st Alaska
Legislature from our sessions in 2019 and
2020. We passed the budget before the
end of the regular session in both years.
And in 2020, we passed the budget on
the 69th legislative day—record time.

Both the House and Senate recognized
the need for insurance plans regulated by
the State of Alaska to provide coverage
for telehealth services and passed HB 29.
Healthcare services are currently being
delivered through telehealth all over the
country, and Alaska is at the forefront of
providing telehealth services for urban,
HB 96: Pioneer Home Rates
rural, aging, and underserved
The legislature approved a bipartisan bill, communities across the state. Telehealth
House Bill 96, that requires a moderate
can help Alaska improve access to
approach to raising Pioneer Home rates. healthcare, improve clinical outcomes,
We encourage anyone who wants to vote
HB 96 raises rates to account for inflation and reduce health care costs.
Alaska has maintained safe and secure
absentee voting procedures since
statehood. Many citizens prefer casting
their ballots from home. In Anchorage,
we have seen increased voter
participation in our vote-by-mail
municipal elections. With the public
health concerns related to COVID-19,
many Alaskans may prefer to vote
without going to their local polling place.
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Save a stamp! Fill out your Absentee Ballot Application online:
http://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/votingbymail.php
Absentee Ballot and Voter Registration Dates & Deadlines
10/4/2020
Deadline for voters to register to vote or update their registration.
10/24/2020
Deadline for Division of Elections to receive absentee by-mail applications.
11/2/2020
Deadline to Division of Elections to receive absentee by electronic transmission ballot applications.
11/3/2020
*Election Day—Absentee ballots returned by mail must be postmarked by 11/3.

HB 308: Unemployment Benefits
for COVID-19
HB 308 provides retroactive
unemployment insurance for Alaskan
workers hurt by the COVID-19 pandemic.
It allows Alaskans who are unable to
work, or who are underemployed
because of public health measures, to
become eligible for unemployment
benefits and help prevent the spread of
COVID-19.

House Bill 12: Protective Orders
In Whalen v. Whalen (2018), the Alaska
Supreme Court ruled that victims of
domestic violence could not extend or
renew an existing protective order based
on the same incident of violence as the
original order. HB 12 allows victims to

request an extension of a protective
Senate Bill 120: Alternative to
order for an incident of domestic violence Arrest/Crisis Centers/Medication
if the victim remains in fear of their
SB 120 allows the creation of crisis
perpetrator—an important tool for
stabilization centers in Alaska—a muchvictims and victim advocates.
needed intermediate treatment option
for those suffering from mental health or
House Bill 124: Electronic
substance abuse crises. Crisis stabilization
Documents & Notarizations
centers are open 24/7, staffed by mental
HB 124 establishes a secure process for
health professionals, and designed to
remote online notarization to facilitate
provide prompt mental health evaluation
commercial transactions throughout
and stabilization. SB 120 authorizes the
Alaska. The COVID-19 pandemic has
Department of Health and Social Services
highlighted the need for remote online
to permit and license these centers.
notarization of documents to strengthen
Alaska's economy in the months ahead.
As always, I appreciate the opportunity to
The bill makes sure Alaska is ready and
hear from you. Please feel free to contact
open for business as we move out of the my office.
Sincerely,
coronavirus pandemic.
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