
REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS TUCK 
Crime Reform Update, September 2018 

 
Dear Neighbors,  

Everyone has the right to be safe in their homes and neighborhoods. I 
am sick of the crime happening in our communities. Public safety is an 
essential function of government. Since my last Crime Reform Update in 
December, I continue to hear how burglaries, car thefts, and other 
crimes have impacted you and your family this year.  

Since 2014, many major factors converged that contributed to our 
current public safety crisis. The unemployment rate is high because 
Alaska’s economy is flagging, which leads to more crime and domestic 
violence. The rise of opioid abuse statewide drives criminal activity. 
State revenues are low because of poor revenue from the oil industry, 
which means there are fewer resources available to serve and protect 
communities. Budget cuts also lead to insufficient substance abuse, 
mental health treatment, and crime prevention programs.   

My colleagues and I in the Legislature have done much more this year to 
fight crime. With stronger, more careful policy reforms and a stronger 
budget to support public safety and criminal justice, I am optimistic we 
will see these trends go down.  

I heard you loud and clear. Elected officials shouldn’t wait until there is 
a problem before they act. Many Alaskans want to see mechanisms, 
programs, and resources in place to prevent crime and treat the root of 
why people choose to hurt people. That includes better quality resources 
to treat substance abuse and mental illness, policies that are tough on 
crime, more support for law enforcement, and programs to prevent 
criminals from reoffending. It also includes growing the economy with 
incentives for the private sector to create jobs—and much more.  

You deserve better. That’s why this year saw many successes to improve 
public safety across Alaska. You made your voice heard and shared your 
experiences. For that, I thank you.  

I hope to hear more ideas from you about how we can work together to  
make Alaska a great place where we can all work, live, and raise a 
family safely.  

Warm Regards, 

 

Email:  Rep.Chris.Tuck@akleg.gov   Website: www.RepChrisTuck.com 
Phone:   (907) 269-0240    Toll-free:  (866) 465-2095 
Address: 1500 W Benson Blvd 
  Anchorage, AK 99503 

I’m Here for You! 

Serving Dimond Estates, Foxridge, Taku, Campbell, Northwood and Windemere 

Rep. Tuck with Anchorage law enforcement. 

Rep. Tuck’s daughter Penelope sits in during a 
meeting with House Speaker Edgmon. 
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SB 91 Rollbacks Signed into Law this Year 

Last winter, I wrote to you about the special session regarding criminal 
justice reform and the rollbacks signed into law. This year, I worked to 
implement more reforms to address the opioid epidemic, previous 
budget cuts, the consequences of some SB 91 provisions, and the lack 
of resources to implement treatment and prevention programs.  

The most comprehensive criminal justice reform bill of 2018 was HB 
312, which passed the Legislature nearly unanimously and I was proud 
to cosponsor. The main provisions:  

• Ensure a defendant’s out-of-state criminal history is considered in 
pre-trial release decisions; 

• Strengthen the pre-trial release assessment for those charged 
with vehicle theft and various other crimes; 

• Give the Alaska Attorney General the authority to criminalize 
dangerous new controlled substances, which otherwise can take 
years to do through the legislative process; 

• Double the surcharges for felonies, misdemeanors, and violations, 
and the revenue will directly fund public safety; and 

• Provide tools to help reduce crimes against doctors and nurses 
who face threats, violence, and abuse, particularly in emergency 
rooms. 

Page 2 

Rep. Tuck speaking on the floor on 
how crime has impacted his family. 

  Rep. Tuck at a constituent meeting. 

Crime Increased in 2017, Expected to Decrease in 2018 

In August, the Department of Public Safety released Alaska’s 2017 Uniform Crime Reporting Program      
report. It is no surprise the report showed crime was up in Alaska statewide. However, there is good news. 

The Alaska State Legislature enacted and funded many important programs and resources to fight crime, 
most of which were implemented this past January. As Majority Leader, I led negotiations to raise funding 
for public safety resources this year. So while the crime reports for 2017 show increasing trends, public 
safety leaders expect the 2018 crime rates to show a decrease. See more on page 5. 

The chart below reflects how car thefts varied since 1985, just before the oil prices crashed more than 30 
years ago. This is a reminder that there are many factors that contribute to crime rates, not just one. 



Rep. Tuck recently hosted a community 
meeting to deal with recent vandalism 
and arson at schools and parks.  

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a promotion-

al tool is that you can reuse content from other mar-

keting materials, such as press releases, market 

studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a newsletter 

might be to sell your product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful content to your newsletter 

is to develop and write your own articles, or include 

a calendar of upcoming events or a special offer that 

promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find “filler” articles 

by accessing the World Wide Web. You can write 

about a variety of topics but 

try to keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher offers a sim-

ple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. 

So, when you’re finished writ-

ing your newsletter, convert it 

to a Web site and post it. 

Money Matters: Caring for Alaskans and Balancing the Budget  
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More Support for Victims, Bree’s Law, and More 

This year, the Legislature passed a number of other bills to strengthen support for crime victims, improve 
education to prevent teen dating violence, and increase 911 response times. Each of these bills passed 
nearly unanimously and I was proud to cosponsor and support: 

• HB 216: Establishes the Restorative Justice Account. Previously, the PFD Criminal Fund used PFDs 
from convicted criminals to help pay for inmate healthcare, even though the intent of the fund was to 
help support victims. Last year, this fund had $19 million. HB 216 will make sure the fund is used as 
originally intended, with some improvements. It allows the Office of Victims’ Rights to pay court-
ordered restitution to crime victims as an option if the defendant is unable or unwilling to pay. The 
criminal would then have to repay the state rather than the victim, which ensures victims receive 
restitution more quickly. If enough funds are left over, the Restorative Justice Account can fund grants 
to nonprofit organizations that provide services to crime victims and for substance abuse and mental 
health treatment for convicted offenders.  

• HB 214: Bree’s Law. This bill will help protect Alaska’s children and young adults from dating violence. 
It renames the Alaska Safe Children’s Act as Bree’s Law in memory of 20-year-old Alaskan Bree Moore, 
who was murdered in 2014 by her boyfriend. Starting this year, Alaska public school students in grades 
7-12 will learn how to develop healthy relationships, practice supportive communication skills, 
recognize the warning signs of an abusive relationship, and seek help. Alaska’s congressional 
delegation is advocating for federal support of Bree’s Law nationwide. 

• HB 31: Sexual Assault Examination Kits. This bill takes a victim-centered approach to reporting sexual 
assault crimes. It strengthens training for addressing and preventing sexual assault at Alaska police 
academies. The bill requires an annual audit to address the unacceptable backlog of untested victims’ 
evidence so prosecution can proceed more quickly.  

• HB 307: Military Justice and Militia Civil Relief. I introduced this bill, which was recently signed into 
law, to modernize and update the Alaska Military Code. It updates crimes recognized by the Federal 
Uniform Code of Military Justice, establishes a procedure for a service member who commits a sexual 
offense to register as a sex offender or child kidnapper, and updates offenses subject to court-martial 
proceedings.  

• SB 215: Enhanced 911. Now 911 dispatchers will receive accurate location information when a call 
comes from a multi-line telephone system, like an office building or college dorm. In an emergency, 
every minute counts: improved response times saves lives. 

News from Representative Chris Tuck 

Three bills sponsored by Rep. Tuck were signed at the American Legion this summer. 
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Resources to Combat the Opioid Epidemic 

Between 2010 and 2017, Alaska saw a 77 percent increase in opioid overdose deaths, but deaths have 
started to decline in 2018. Between 2016 and 2017, hospital visits due to overdoses cost more than $23 
million. Opioid abuse has since been declared a state and federal emergency. Besides serious risks to 
health associated with overuse of opioids, the spread of addiction is linked to the state’s crime wave. Since 
2017, my colleagues and I have worked with the administration to secure more resources and legislation to 
combat the opioid crisis. 

• This year, Alaska hospitals joined pharmacies and medical providers by connecting to the state’s 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP), designed to curb the opioid epidemic, improve care 
coordination, and enable better-informed clinical decisions for prescribing medications. Already, there 
has been a huge reduction in opioid prescriptions, up to 60 percent in some areas of Alaska. Studies 
show half of opioid abusers were legally prescribed the drugs or received them from someone else 
who were prescribed them. 

• Naloxone (brand name Narcan) is a medication that can reverse the effects of an accidental or 
intentional opioid overdose and is now more readily available statewide.  

• The federal government will provide $250 million in federal anti-trafficking funds for Anchorage, 
Fairbanks, and Juneau.  

• Alaska is seeing better access and education to responsible disposal of unused medications.  

Recap of Other SB 91 Legislative Fixes  

During the fall 2017 special session, I voted for a number of amendments that would have further rolled 
back provisions of SB 91, including tougher penalties on car thefts, longer sentences for certain felonies, 
longer incarceration time before early release from probation, and even pre-SB 91 probation for all 
misdemeanors. While amendments like these failed on narrow margins, some good ones passed into law, 
such as increased incarceration time for class C felons before a probation officer can consider letting them 
out early.  

Even during the SB 91 floor debate in 2016, I voted for many amendments that would have been tougher 
on crime. Dozens of them failed to pass. In the end, I voted for SB 91 because many provisions are tougher 
on crime than what had been in place before, plus the bill strengthened protections for victims and 
provides evidence-based reentry programs. See page 4 for more details. 

Rep. Tuck asking questions on crime reform during House State Affairs hearing. 



Public Safety Agency Budget Cuts Reversed 

We have all felt fear and frustration with Alaska’s increasing 
crime rates and historic opioid epidemic. Prior legislative 
leaders deeply cut public safety services, and our 
community learned the hard way that fewer resources 
means that troopers, prosecutors, and defenders are asked 
to do more with less.  

I was proud to support a $34 million increase to public 
safety, reversing those dangerous cuts: 

• Criminal Division: Added five prosecutors and three 
support staff to ensure cases will be addressed. 

• Public Defender Agency: Added four public defenders to 
ensure constitutional guaranteed representation and 
cases can go to trial sooner. 

• Village Public Safety Officers: Added $500,000 to better 
serve rural Alaska. 

• Office of Public Advocacy: Added four Guardians ad Litem 
to protect the best interests of children in the system. 

• Substance abuse treatment: $12 million to address the 
opioid epidemic. 

• E-911: $3.5 million to improve emergency response time 
and accuracy across Alaska. 

• Alaska State Troopers: $2 million additional funding. 
• Anchorage Community Patrols: $100,000. 
• Community Watch Programs: $75,000. 
• Sexual Assault Kits Backlog: $2.75 million. 
 
See page 5 for a graph of public safety agency budget 
history. 
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Rep. Tuck meeting with families this summer. Rep. Tuck & Anchorage police speak with constituents.  

Public Safety Town Hall Meeting last year. 

Rep. Tuck speaks with a constituent on 
the phone. 

Rep. Tuck at a weekly constituent coffee 
meeting. 
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Below are some examples of tougher-on-crime reforms starting with SB 91 in 2016 
and legislation passed since.  

Before SB 91 2016 Tougher-on-Crime Reforms in 2016-2018 

Murder in 1st degree could be jailed 20-99 years, 
Murder in 2nd degree jailed for 10-99 years. 

SB 91 increased minimum allowable sentence for felony 
murder convictions. 1st degree murder  is now 30-99 
years, 2nd degree murder is now 15-99 years. 

Prosecutors could request felon to be detained 
for additional 48 hours after first court appear-
ance to demonstrate the person would not rea-
sonably risk public safety or failure to appear in 
court. 

SB 91 and SB 54 exempted this authority for certain 
Class C felonies, but HB 312 undid those changes. This 
law is back in place, and now extended under HB 312 to 
cover any defendant with a criminal conviction. 

Employers are barred from penalizing or threat-
ening victim of a sexual offense from giving testi-
mony in court. 

SB 91 further barred employers from penalizing or 
threatening a victim of sexual offense for reporting to 
law enforcement or participating in investigation. 

Victim notifications of release of perpetrator 
were in place, but not in context of parole dis-
charge. 

SB 91 strengthened victim notifications. Within 30 days 
of sentencing, Dept of Corrections must notify a crime 
victim of the earliest dates the perpetrator could be 
released, the process of release, and who to contact. 
Parole Board must notify victims of sexual assault and 
domestic violence at least 30 days before a parole hear-
ing. Victims are provided opportunity to provide input 
to court or Parole Board. 

Amendments to SB 91 to address repeat offenders by providing necessary 
treatment and smarter transitions:  
 

• SB 91 limited referrals to Alcohol and Substance Abuse Programs (ASAP) to only those 
charged with DUI-related offense. SB 54 repealed this, mandating ASAP referrals for any 
crime relating to substance use. HB 312 ensured this would be available as soon as possi-
ble. SB 55 made ASAP available to minors cited for alcohol consumption. 

• SB 91 strengthened re-entry planning with more specifics to help offenders find housing, 
career and vocational training, mental health and substance abuse treatment, counseling, 
and health care. Re-entry planning is now also available to those on probation and parole, 
recognizing that a successful re-entry into society reduces recidivism. SB 91 lifted re-
striction on food stamp eligibility for drug felons, if the offender is compliant with condi-
tions of probation and pursuing (or has completed) treatment. 

 

Source: Alaska Criminal Justice Commission’s Practitioner’s Guide to Criminal Justice Reform, June 2018 
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This chart shows per capita spending for criminal justice agencies, which include Corrections 
(prisons), Law (including prosecutors), Public Safety (including Troopers), and Judiciary (courts).   

Even as population increased, the decline in state revenue resulted in lower budgets to address 
crime. This year (“19Budget”), funding was increased to address public safety issues.   

Source: Alaska Legislative Finance Division  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crime rates increased dramatically as agency budgets decreased. These numbers below only 
reflect crime through 2017.  Source: 2017 Crime in Alaska, August 2018 

 

Alaska House Majority 
Coalition is Formed 
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Follow me on Facebook @ChrisTuckAK!  

2018 Special Edition 

Update on Crime Reform Policy 

  

 

An Open Invite: 
Coffee with Chris 

 

Please join me for coffee each 

Tuesday morning, from 7-7:30, 

Café D’arte, 223 E. Dimond Blvd. 

  

I will continue to host these regular 

meetings through December. I stand ready 

to assist you with state and local issues and 

hear your concerns. 
 

I hope to see you there!   

Rep. Chris Tuck 

Mark Your Calendars!  
 

Community Meeting with  

State & Local Law Enforcement Officials 

 
Monday, October 1, 5:30-7:00pm 

Taku Elementary Multi-Purpose Room  

 
Together with state and local enforcement officials, I am hosting a 

community meeting to hear from local leaders about their efforts 

to address crime in our neighborhoods. This will be a great op-

portunity for you to learn what resources are available, ask any 

questions, and let us know of crime concerns in your area.  

 

Refreshments will be provided. Call 269-0240 for more info.  


