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Sign Up for My e-Newsletter! 

If you would like regu-
lar updates on what is 
happening in your 
area and in the Alaska 
Legislature, please 
feel free to sign up for 
my e-newsletter. 
 

To sign up, please 
send me an email at: 

Rep.Chris.Tuck@akleg.gov 
 

 I hope to hear from you soon! 

 

Email:  Rep.Chris.Tuck@akleg.gov   Website: www.RepChrisTuck.com 
Phone:   (907) 269-0240    Toll-free:  (866) 465-2095 
Address: 1500 W. Benson Boulevard 
  Anchorage, AK 99503 

I’m Here for You! 

Serving Dimond Estates, Foxridge, Taku, Campbell, Northwood and Windemere 

  

 

 

Dear Neighbors, 

 

 In a historical beginning to the 30th Alaska 
Legislature, I have joined a dedicated group of Republicans, 
Democrats, and Independents in forming a new house 
Majority coalition committed to putting partisan politics 
aside and moving forward to protect Alaska’s jobs and 
economy. 
 Our coalition is united by our shared purpose of 
protecting the economy to pull Alaska back from the brink 
of a deep recession, and our commitment to end the 
legislative inaction of recent years.  Our coalition will work 
with anyone and everyone, regardless of whether they are 
in the minority or majority, as long as they have good ideas 
and good intentions.  
 As Majority Leader of our new coalition, I will work 
to ensure that our diversity of backgrounds and viewpoints 
makes us stronger as we work to craft a fiscal solution that 
is practical and fair for hard working Alaskans. 
 In order for me to best represent you, I need you 
have access to true and accurate information about the 
decisions we face.  I hope  to see you at one or both of the 
upcoming public meetings on February 25 so we can hear 
from one another. 

     Warm regards, 

 

 

 

Rep. Chris Tuck and Lt. Gov. Byron Mallott after 
the signing of the Alaska Oath of Office. 
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Alaska’s Fiscal Situation 

My Response to the Governor’s Plan 

Alaska’s fiscal situation has remained grim as inaction on the budget has eaten away at our     
savings with no sensible plan in place.  Each year the nonpartisan Legislative Finance Division 
provides an analysis of the Governor’s proposed budget for the coming year which is a good 
overview of where we stand fiscally.  Here are some of the main points: 
 

 Spending grew rapidly when revenue was high. Spending went from $4.2 billion in FY07 to 
$7.8 billion in FY13. That’s about 9% annual growth—a rate that many knew was not          
sustainable.  

 Despite spending growth, we were able to put away large amounts into savings through 
FY12.  

 Spending has been cut steadily since FY13. FY17 expenditures ($4.3 billion) are approximately 
the same level as in FY07. 

 Despite spending reductions, FY17 is the fifth consecutive year of substantial budget deficits. 
 Fiscal health is not just about spending; it also depends on how much money is available to 

spend.  
 Although spending in FY17 has returned to the FY07 level, revenue is far below historic levels.  
 Revenue declined from an average of over $7 billion per year (FY07-FY13) to $1.2 billion in 

FY17—that’s over 80%.  
 While spending in FY07 and FY17 are the same, there was a $1 billion surplus in FY07 and an 

anticipated $3.1 billion deficit in FY17.  
 Alaska saved a huge amount of money when revenue exceeded expenditures, but now      

revenue covers less than 30% of annual expenditures, leaving fiscal gaps that have been filled 
by pulling money out of reserves—primarily the Constitutional Budget Reserve fund (CBR).  

 The CBR now holds only enough money to get through FY18.  

The Governor’s three part plan has not changed much since the previous year.  Delay is harmful to 
our economy, but it is essential that we pass a complete plan so that the burden of providing the 
most basic functions is shared fairly.  Here is where I stand on the Governor’s plan: 
 

Cut Government Spending: Adjusted for inflation, per capita spending in Alaska is at its lowest  
level in 30 years, but additional cuts are necessary. The obvious cuts will be to multibillion dollar pet 
projects such as the Knik Arm Toll Bridge and the road to Juneau.  Further, we need to focus on 
more efficiency and reduced overhead so that we don’t cut into to senior citizens, schools, and es-
sential services such as road plowing and public safety.  We must be careful to inflict as little harm 
as possible to our most vulnerable citizens and our overall ability to function and have an economy. 
 

Increase Revenue:  Talk of additional revenues have often centered on an income or sales tax, but 
I insist that we also revisit the oil tax giveaway, which did not deliver on its promises of jobs and rev-
enue, but still expects hundreds of millions in unsustainable industry subsidies which we simply can-
not afford.  It is our oil, and we need to quit paying people to take it. 
 

Use some earnings of the Permanent Fund: Our economic situation likely cannot be fixed without 
some use of permanent fund earnings, but the dividend must be protected.  I want the people of 
Alaska to be given the chance to vote to protect the dividend in the Alaska Constitution before 
using excess earnings for government. 



Rep. Tuck recently hosted a community 
meeting to deal with recent vandalism 
and arson at schools and parks.  

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a promotion-

al tool is that you can reuse content from other mar-

keting materials, such as press releases, market 

studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a newsletter 

might be to sell your product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful content to your newsletter 

is to develop and write your own articles, or include 

a calendar of upcoming events or a special offer that 

promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find “filler” articles 

by accessing the World Wide Web. You can write 

about a variety of topics but try to keep your articles 

short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher offers a sim-

ple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. 

So, when you’re finished writ-

ing your newsletter, convert it 

to a Web site and post it. 

Money Matters: Caring for Alaskans and Balancing the Budget 
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 I am proud that our new Majority coalition has decided to adopt the policy of open public 
caucus meetings before floor sessions.  This was long the practice of the House Minority under 
the my leadership and others in the past.  I have always argued that the discussion of the details 
and merits of pending 
legislation should not be 
held behind closed doors, 
but should take place 
during public meetings. 
 Because of the 
detailed discussion of each 
piece of legislation, our 
open caucus meetings 
were often attended by 
the press, out-of-towners 
and local members of the 
public, and sometimes even members of the Majority Caucus and their staff.  I am extremely 
pleased that our new Majority Coalition leading the State House has agreed to adopt this practice 
and keep the public involved in the process. 

Keeping the Promise of Open Meetings 

Above: Rep. Tuck leads the new House Majority Coalition in an open caucus     
discussion of the daily floor calendar. 

New Process will Allow Detailed Look at the Operating Budget 
  

 The House Majority Coalition has implemented a new process to leverage members’ interest 
and expertise on policy issues while looking at department budgets.  In the past, budget subcom-

mittees have been made up one or two finance com-
mittee members and an assortment of other House 
members without a common thread.  This year, each 
budget subcommittee membership will consist of a 
House Finance member, who will act as chair, and the 
membership of the policy committee most closely con-
nected to that department’s mission. 
 The new process will also help implement any 
necessary policy changes that come out of the budget 
process.  Many cuts to the budget will require changes to 
statute, which need to move through the policy com-
mittees.   
 The focus of this year’s subcommittees will be ex-
amining programs to make sure they fit the core missions 
of their departments.  There is very little ‘fat’ left to cut 
from agency budgets without affecting how the services 

are delivered.  To continue cutting the budget we need to start looking at what programs and ser-
vices are truly state priorities.   
 Recommendations from the subcommittees for program elimination or reduction will be con-
sidered by the full finance committee once the subcommittee finishes its work. 

Rep. Tuck shares memories of the late Rep. Max 
Gruenberg during a ceremony naming the     
Judiciary hearing room in his honor. 
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Join Me at my Constituent Event! 
 

Every legislative session I host a community 
meeting in Anchorage so I can update my friends 
and neighbors on what is happening at the    
Capitol and to hear how I can serve you: 
 

REP. CHRIS TUCK’S LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Saturday, February 25  

2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Elim Café—561 W. Dimond Blvd. 

 

I hope to see you there! 

An Invite from Rep. Chris Tuck: 
Join me in Anchorage for 

Two Special Meetings 
Saturday, February 25 

Be Heard at the Anchorage Caucus! 
 

It is my honor to invite you to a meeting where 
Anchorage legislators will hear the thoughts 
and concerns of the public: 

 

ANCHORAGE LEGISLATIVE CAUCUS 
Saturday, February 25 

10:00 a.m. to Noon 
Anchorage Legislative Information Office 

1500 West Benson Boulevard 
 

Please come share your thoughts and opinions 
on topics of concern to the Legislature. 


