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Legislative Newsletter: February 2020 

 

Dear Neighbors,  

The 2020 legislative session has passed the 30 day mark with much of the work so far focused on crafting 
a responsible budget for the State of Alaska. The goal of the Alaska House Majority is to finish up work on 
the budget sometime in the first couple of weeks of March and send the budget to the Senate for 
consideration. Before that happens, I want to hear from you. Please join me on March 1st for a town hall 
meeting. (See info below) 

I believe in Alaska and its great potential. We can not give up on our hopes and our vision of what Alaska 
can be. Right now, more than ever, we must make smart investments and be smart in the returns we 
demand. This is how we create jobs and opportunity for all Alaskans.  

Alaska is blessed with talented people and incredible natural resources. By working together we can come 
up with solutions we can be proud of and build a better Alaska for Alaskans.   

Best Regards, 

 

 

Email:  Rep.Chris.Tuck@akleg.gov   Website: www.RepChrisTuck.com 
Phone:   (907) 269-0240    Toll-free:  (866) 465-2095 
Address: 1500 W Benson Blvd                                   Facebook:          @ChrisTuckAK 
  Anchorage, AK 99503                                 Twitter:               @RepChrisTuck 

I’m Here for You! 

Serving Dimond Estates, Foxridge, Taku, Campbell, Northwood and Windemere 

District 23 Town Hall Meeting   
  

• Sunday, March 1 from 1 to 3 p.m.   
• Gallo’s Restaurant (upstairs)  
     8615 Old Seward Highway  

https://www.facebook.com/ChrisTuckAK/
http://akhouse.org/rep_tuck/
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Making Alaska a Safe Place to Live, Work, and Play 
 

At the start of the 31st Alaska State Legislature, my goal was to fix Alaska’s crime problem. I was angry that 
Alaskans were living in fear. Like many of you, I was fed up with criminals brazenly breaking into homes, 
businesses, and vehicles without real consequences. The people of Alaska sent lawmakers to Juneau with 
one clear mandate—make Alaska a safe place to live and do business.     

The Alaska State Legislature responded in 2019 by repealing and replacing the flawed criminal justice      
reform bill, Senate Bill 91, that became the symbol of Alaska’s public safety crisis. House Bill 49, which  
overwhelmingly passed, frees the hands of law enforcement while still preserving the best parts of our   
recent criminal justice reform efforts. Most importantly, the bill gives judges the authority to deal with   
anyone who threatens the safety and security of the people of Alaska. This moves us closer to making   
Alaska a safer place to start a business, start a family, and start a life.  

HB 49 was developed cooperatively between the House and Senate and between Republicans, Democrats, 
and Independents. The bill was further shaped by the input of the people of Alaska. This is an example of 
how to prioritize real solutions and end the partisan dysfunction that is threatening Alaska’s economic    
recovery and the jobs of our friends and neighbors. 

Members of the Alaska House of Representatives gathered in the Speaker’s Chambers on February 17, 2020, with a replica of the new $1 coin      
honoring Elizabeth Peratrovich and her work to pass the 1945 Alaska Anti-Discrimination Act.  

Rep. Tuck with Sen. Murkowski on Feb. 18, 2020. Rep. Tuck during the January 24, 2020 veto override session. The voting board for Rep. Tuck’s House Bill 115.  



 

 

Rep. Tuck recently hosted a community 
meeting to deal with recent vandalism 
and arson at schools and parks.  

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as a promotion-

al tool is that you can reuse content from other mar-

keting materials, such as press releases, market 

studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a newsletter 

might be to sell your product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful content to your newsletter 

is to develop and write your own articles, or include 

a calendar of upcoming events or a special offer that 

promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find “filler” articles 

by accessing the World Wide Web. You can write 

about a variety of topics but 

try to keep your articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher offers a sim-

ple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. 

So, when you’re finished writ-

ing your newsletter, convert it 

to a Web site and post it. 

Money Matters: Caring for Alaskans and Balancing the Budget  
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Helping Military Spouses Work in Alaska 

Every day, brave men and women from all over the country travel to Alaska to serve at one of the nine     
active military bases. Not unexpectedly, they often bring their families with them. Unfortunately, too many 
military spouses have trouble finding work, especially if they must wait for a new occupational license to do 
the job they have been trained for. 

The Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force say that the inability of spouses to obtain jobs and sustain 
careers is a drawback to military service. That’s why I introduced House Bill 93 to increase the use of       
temporary courtesy occupational licenses to allow military spouses to go to work quickly after relocating to  
Alaska. Courtesy licenses are used as a bridge while military spouses satisfy the requirements for their      
regular occupational license, which can often be time-consuming and expensive.  

House Bill 93 is about helping military families make a living in Alaska. That’s why it’s supported by the     
Department of Defense. This pro-military and pro-jobs bill is good for the economy and shows that in Alaska, 
we welcome and support military men and women, their spouses, and their families.  

House Bill 93 was unanimously passed out of the House Military and Veterans Affairs Committee last year 
and will next be taken up by the House Labor and Commerce Committee. 

Rep. Tuck taking questions during his August 10, 2019, town hall meeting. 

House Bill 115: Making it Easier to Cast a Vote in Alaska  
 
Last year, I introduced legislation to make a simple change to Alaska’s absentee voter system to make it 
more convenient for those who prefer to cast their vote by mail. House Bill 115 gives Alaskans the option to 
receive absentee ballots by mail for all future state elections without having to fill out an application every 
year. 
 
HB 115 was one of the first bills taken up by the House of Representatives this year. The bill passed the 
House on February 12 and will next be taken up by the Senate State Affairs Committee. House Bill 115 has 
been endorsed by the Alaska Commission on Aging and the National Vote at Home Institute.   
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During my time in politics, I have fought to improve the well-being of Alaska’s children. Last year, I worked with 
Rep. Sara Rasmussen (R-Anchorage) and other likeminded lawmakers to restart the dormant Children’s Caucus. 
By working together, across caucus and party lines, we can develop and support innovative policies to protect 
children and promote healthy families.  

At the first meeting of the Children’s Caucus in April of last year, we developed a list of several policies to work 
on, including how to separate education funding from the yearly battle over the size of the state budget. Every 
year, Alaska’s children, teachers, parents, and other education stakeholders are left waiting and watching while    
lawmakers quibble about funding other parts of the budget. Nearly every lawmaker says education is a top  
priority, but the budget process inserts unnecessary budget uncertainty into the equation. This makes it       
challenging for school districts to plan for the future. It also makes it much more difficult for school districts to 
retain and recruit the great teachers our children deserve.  

Several legislators have already joined the Alaska Children’s Caucus, and I anticipate increased interest in the 
caucus as we begin working on ideas to protect Alaska’s investment in education from Pre-K through college, 
including career and vocational education.     

Members of the new Alaska Children’s Caucus during their initial meeting on April 16, 2019. Pictured from left to right are Rep. Andi Story (D-Juneau), 
Rep. Kelly Merrick (R-Eagle River), Rep. Sara Rasmussen (R-Anchorage), Rep. Chris Tuck (D-Anchorage), and Rep. Sarah Vance (R-Homer).  

Rep. Chris Tuck at the first meeting of the House Education and Early Development Finance Subcommittee on January 22, 2020. 
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The Important Committee You Haven’t Heard of – Yet 
  

One of the highlights of last year’s legislative session was being        

selected by my peers to serve as the Chair of the Legislative Budget & 

Audit (LB&A) Committee. 

  

This committee has several important functions, including the          

responsibility for providing the legislature with fiscal analysis, budget 

reviews, audits and performance reviews of state government       

agencies. Arguably, the oversight provided by this committee has   

never been more important to the people of Alaska than it is right 

now. 

  

To provide the necessary technical assistance to accomplish these  

purposes, two permanent staff agencies have been created: the      

Division of Legislative Finance and the Division of Legislative Audit. 

These divisions report directly to the LB&A Committee and are         

independent of executive and judicial agencies, an important           

distinction regarding the separation of powers and authority of the 

legislative branch. The committee also has several authorized positions 

to assist with committee activities. 

  

As you can see in the box to the right, LB&A is a joint committee, 

which means it is composed of members from both the House and the 

Senate. The committee includes a total of ten members and two       

alternates. The LB&A committee usually includes the most seasoned 

and powerful members of the Alaska State Legislature, including     

presiding officers and Finance Committee Chairs.  

  

During the 31st Alaska State Legislature, we have focused our atten-

tion on the FY 18 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) and 

FY 18 Statewide Single Audit; several agency audits; securing oil and 

gas  consultants, and replacing the long-time director of the Legislative  

Finance Division. 

  

In the past, the Legislative Budget and Audit Committee has been a 

major player in the State of Alaska’s oil and gas issues. Going forward, 

you can expect that the committee will utilize our internal resources 

and external consultants to help educate the Legislature and the public 

on a variety of issues, including a thorough evaluation of our state’s oil 

and gas fiscal policies. 

Budget & Audit Committee 

Chair: Representative Chris Tuck 
Vice Chair: Senator Click Bishop 
Committee Aide: Aurora Hauke 
 
House Members 
Representative Neal Foster 
Representative Andy Josephson 
Representative Ivy Spohnholz 
Representative Mark Neuman 
Representative Jennifer Johnston (alt) 
 
Senate Members 
Senator Bert Stedman 
Senator Natasha von Imhof 
Senator Cathy Giessel 
Senator Lyman Hoffman 
Senator Bill Wielechowski (alt) 

Sec. 24.20.151. Legislative 
Budget and Audit Committee 
established.  
The Legislative Budget and 
Audit Committee is established 

as a permanent interim 
committee of the legislature. The 

establishment of the committee 
recognizes the need of the 

legislature for full-time technical 
assistance in accomplishing the 

fiscal analysis, budget review, 
and post-audit functions. (§ 2 ch 

95 SLA 1971) 

The Law 

http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=tuc
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=BIS
mailto:Aurora.Hauke@akleg.gov
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=FON
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=JOS
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=SPN
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=NEU
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=JHT
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=SMN
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=VON
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=GIE
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=HOF
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Member/Detail/31?code=MHE
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Ethics Are Important… Or Are They? 
 
I have served in the Alaska Legislature since 2009. In that time, I have seen a lot of what I consider conflicts of 
interest. However, those conflicts never seemed to matter because of arcane legislative rules that were used 
to allow a conflicted lawmaker to still vote. Lawmakers, the press, and the public all knew there were conflicts 
of interest, but we were told the rules are the rules. That’s until the rules are not convenient anymore.  
 
Thanks to a wave of public outrage over unaddressed conflicts of interest, House Bill 44 was passed in 2018 to 
strengthen the standards for legislators. Not unexpectedly, many lawmakers recoiled at the idea of these 
tougher standards, and they moved quickly to roll them back through passage of Senate Bill 89 last year.   
Supporters cited a new interpretation of HB 44 that prevented members of the House and Senate from even 
discussing issues associated with a potential conflict. Pretty soon some lawmakers were claiming their free 
speech rights were being violated and as quick as a flash, the bill was passed and signed into law. SB 89 was 
introduced on March 13, 2019, and passed 42 days later. If that sounds fast, it was.  
 
I voted against the bill because it was a deliberate political move to weaken the Alaska Legislature’s ethical 
standards. If you’re a big corporation or special interest, SB 89 is a great bill because they get to go back to 
business as usual. However, I am convinced the bill will be bad for Alaska because conflicts of interest will go 
unnoticed and unreported.  

Rep. Tuck passionately advocating for a no vote on SB 89 to roll back the Alaska Legislature’s conflict of interest standards. (April 24, 2019) 

Disappointed with Retroactive Per Diem Payments 
 
Something unfortunate happened last year. On the last day of the First Special Session on July 13, 2019, the 
members of the Legislative Council surprised nearly everyone when they authorized thousands of dollars in 
retroactive per diem payments for lawmakers. I opposed the move because HB 44, which passed in 2018, 
clearly prohibits lawmakers from collecting per diem payments past day 121 of the legislative session if the 
operating budget bill is not passed. Day 121 was May 15, and the budget bill didn't pass until June 10. That’s 
26 days of per diem payments that should not have been allowed.  
 
Neighbors, I opposed the retroactive per diem decision, and I voiced that opposition to legislative leadership 
at the time. I continue to see it as a cynical move that will further erode the people’s faith in government.   
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We Are All In This Together 
 

During last year’s protracted budget dispute, lawmakers were presented with a false choice to either cut the 
budget or the size of the Permanent Fund Dividend (PFD). Neither of those options is the long-term fix we 
need to set Alaska up for success.  
 
Huge budget cuts will result in lost jobs, less healthcare, and increased local taxes. On the other hand, a huge 
cut in the size of PFDs affects our economy and acts like a regressive tax on year-round Alaskans, while those 
who come to Alaska to work and play don’t contribute at all to solving our state’s fiscal woes and balancing 
our annual budget. 
 
I fully understand that politicians have differing political views and that one man’s essential service is another 
man’s wasteful spending. However, I can see the real impact of years of legislative and gubernatorial         
dysfunction and inaction.  
 
Alaska’s once-vital ferry system is now a shell of itself with communities left unserved and ferries put in   
storage because we don’t have the money to keep them going. I continue to see evidence of a public safety 
crisis that leaves too many Alaskans afraid for their safety.  Teaching careers are threatened year after year 
by the lack of certainty of our education budgets. As a result, many Alaskans are leaving because we no   
longer offer great job and education opportunities.  
 
In Alaska, the state budget pays for roads to be plowed in the wintertime and built and repaired in the    
summertime. The budget pays for the operation of hundreds of rural airports and funds public schools in 
some of the most remote areas of the nation. The healthcare of over a third of Alaskans is made possible by 
state funding for Medicaid.  
 
Alaskans are coming together. The slash and burn approach used last year by Governor Dunleavy changed 
our political landscape. Political opponents are now political allies. There is more cooperation and talk of 
common-sense solutions. As Alaskans, we need to seize this opportunity to make real progress towards long-
term economic solutions.  
 
In December, Governor Dunleavy rolled out his budget proposal for fiscal year 2021. He surprised a lot of 
lawmakers and political observers with a largely status quo budget instead of using the slash and burn       
approach he used last year. While certainly not perfect, the Legislature can work with this budget, but only 
as a starting point.  
 
Prior to last year, many Alaskans looked at the state budget and only saw numbers on a page and not the 
lives those numbers represent. After a year of political turmoil, we now realize the importance of the state 
budget and its role in shaping our shared future as Alaskans. That level of understanding will be good for our 
state going forward because we are all in this together.   
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