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Bob Klein, Chairman 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 
2400 Viking Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
 
Re: ABC Board Authority 
 
Mr. Klein and members of the Board, 

We are writing today as a State Legislators whose urban district faces serious problems with 
severe alcohol abuse on a daily basis.  It is vital to the safety of our neighborhoods that the 
Alcoholic Beverages Control Board has the capacity and maintains the authority to do what they 
are statutorily required to do – enforce State alcohol control laws.  This was the primary reason 
Senator Ellis voted against moving the Board from the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to the 
Department of Commerce, Community, and Development (DCCED) in 2012.  This enforcement 
capability has been called into question recently with the Board’s move to DCCED, as well as 
the recent retirement of the Board’s Executive Director, Shirley Cote.  We are concerned that the 
Board, if asked to go above and beyond its duties, will be unable to meet its statutory 
requirements. 

The powers and duties laid out for the ABC Board consist of “control[ling] the manufacture, 
barter, possession, and sale of alcoholic beverages in the state, …review[ing] all applications for 
licenses, …[and] employ[ing] …enforcement agents and staff …to carry out the purposes of this 
title.”  AS 04.06.090.  It is the job of the Director to “enforce this title and regulations adopted by 
the Board.”  AS 04.06.075.  Steps identified by Ms. Cote in her Compass piece identify efforts 
that fit within this purview, such as compliance checks, regular licensee trainings, and 
opportunities to come into compliance.  These efforts assist the Board in enforcing and the 
industry in complying with the alcohol control laws. 

Since the change of departments, from DPS to DCCED, there appear to have been attempts to 
change the focus of the Board without changing the Board’s statutory authority.  The recent 
Associated Press article by Ms. Bohrer quotes e-mails discussing “an outreach plan ‘focused on 
education and assistance to business rather than primarily enforcement.’”  Later, the Director 
position was advertised with the Board’s stated mission being “to ensure responsible growth in 
the beverage industry.” 

These seemingly small slips cause us serious concern.  From our understanding, the Board is 
struggling to maintain their enforcement budget while being encouraged to divert funds for non-
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statutory purposes.  Though we are staunch supporters of business and industry, and want to see 
these businesses prosper, industry growth is not the intended mission of the Board. 

The ABC Board and Director must strike a balance between public safety and business.  The 
Board is not the proper entity to regulate or encourage the growth of the alcohol industry beyond 
handling liquor licenses and ensuring compliance with liquor regulations.  Nor is the Board the 
proper entity to focus on preventing and encouraging education on alcohol abuse beyond 
enforcing regulations preventing minor consumption, over-serving, or hiring untrained servers.  
Any growth in the Board’s mission should occur even handedly and only once the Board is 
sufficiently satisfying its statutory requirements to enforce our State alcohol laws and keep 
Alaskans safe.  We are interested in new ideas to strike this balance, such as the Alaska Mental 
Health Trust Authority’s suggestion that the Board be moved to the Department of 
Administration, which “does not have a dog in the fight.” 

We look forward to working with you to generate new ideas for industry while protecting the 
health and safety of our citizens. 

Sincerely, 

       

Representative Geran Tarr      Senator Johnny Ellis 

 

CC: Robert Beasley; Marvin Yoder; Robert Evans, Ethan Billings; Ellen Ganley; Daniel George; 
Jewel Jones 


