
I began work just a few short months ago as the Representative for 

District 32 and it has been a great honor to serve!  This newsletter 

provides a summary of some of the accomplishments from this 

second session of the 28th Alaska State Legislature.  I, like 

everyone else, was surprised to learn that former Representative 

Beth Kerttula was resigning the legislative seat she held for fifteen 

years.  Beth was asked to participate in a unique opportunity at 

Stanford University, bringing an Alaskan perspective to a national 

audience.   I put my name forward in the process to replace Beth, 

and was ultimately appointed to the seat.  It has been my pleasure 

to represent the communities of District 32 in the time since. 

During the session, I served on the Community and Regional 

Affairs Committee and as an alternate on the Education 

Committee.  On the Education Committee, I worked on one of the 

most debated bills this session, the Education Omnibus (HB 278). In the final days of session, I 

was appointed to the Conference Committee on HB 278.  I also supported efforts to gather the 

necessary funding to complete the State Library Archives Museum (SLAM) project, and to secure 

funding for other priorities around the district.  It was an interesting end of session, with an 

unexpected extension of five days beyond the statutory limit established by initiative in 2006.  It 

is becoming apparent that the 90-day session, while well intentioned, has led to limited time in 

which to adequately consider significant legislation impacting the state. 

I look forward to traveling around the district this summer to listen and learn about the issues 

that are important to you.   
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Rep. Kito tours the State Library 

Archives Museum (SLAM) Project 

with Sen. Egan. SLAM is scheduled 

to open to the public in April 2016. 

 

On Sunday April 20—the 
regularly scheduled end of 
session—  the House and the 
Senate were unable to come to 
an agreement on the 
Education bill (HB 278).  I was 
appointed to the Conference 
Committee tasked with finding 
common ground between the 
two versions of the bill.  The 
final bill provides $300 million 

in funding spread out over 
three years.  The effective base 
student allocation (BSA) 
increase works out to 
approximately $222 the first 
year, an additional $6 in the 
second year and an additional 
$1 in the third year.  The end 
result is a level of funding that 
will lead to more teacher cuts 
and a growth in classroom 

size because the BSA does not 
keep up with inflation. I 
supported a BSA increase of 
$400/$200/$200 for the next 
three years. I will continue to 
advocate for a meaningful 
increase in funding that 
moves Alaska forward and 
honors our responsibility to 
Alaska’s children.   

E D U C AT I O N  M AT T E RS  



The governor’s gasline bill, SB 138, passed on 

the 90th day of session. For several reasons, I 

was one of four House members who voted 

against the measure. The bill enables the 

governor’s representatives to negotiate with 

various parties to begin the process of 

development of an instate gasline for the 

primary purpose of exporting Liquefied 

Natural Gas.  The bill provides for a 25% state 

ownership in the gas liquefaction plant in 

Nikiski on the Kenai Peninsula.  The state will 

also be taking its revenue share (royalty) in-

kind, as gas product.  The state’s revenue 

would therefore depend on the ability to sell 

the gas on the open market.   

When it came down to the vote, there were 

several things, including the fact that we have 

only seen this proposal this session, that gave 

me concern.  This proposal is the latest in a 

long line of proposed gas pipeline projects. 

Without adequate review, Alaska may very 

well get into a situation where it takes a 

significant amount of risk for the possibility 

of limited reward.  The state has spent and 

proposes to continue to spend hundreds of 

millions of dollars on a project that may not 

even bring gas to Alaskans at a reasonable 

price.  I fully support getting affordable 

energy to Alaskans and developing our gas 

resources, but I could not support SB 138. 

G A S  P I P E L I N E   

I am proud to be a co-sponsor 

of the following important 

pieces of legislation that 

passed this session. 

HB 216 recognizes 20 Alaska 

Native languages as official 

languages of Alaska. 

HB 32 allows businesses with 

multiple lines of business to 

purchase only one business 

license. 

HB 217 establishes Dr. 

Walter Soboleff Day. 

HB 263 extends the senior 

benefits payment program 

to 2018. 

HB 60 allows Alaskans a 

way to transfer property 

upon death without going 

through a long and 

cumbersome court probate 

process.  

HCR 21 proclaims April 
2014 Child Abuse Prevention 
Month. 

I M P O R TA N T  L E G I S L AT I O N  PA S S E D  

Rep. Kito answers 
questions from the press 
on his first day on the 
job. 

Rep. Kito in his first 
press conference with 
the House Democratic 
Caucus.  

Rep. Kito takes the Oath 
of Office. Left: Rep. Kito 

on the House 
Floor 
Right: Rep. 
Kito at a Bush 
Caucus 
meeting with 
Senator 
Begich, Rep. 
Edgmon and 
Rep. 
Guttenberg. .  

Rep. Kito signs Oath of 
Office with the Speaker.  



The capital budget provides for one-time 

funding for projects such as buildings and 

roads. The following are some highlights of 

the District 32 capital budget grants for the 

2015 fiscal year (July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015).  

• Gustavus Good River Culvert       

Replacement Project- $107,500 

• Gustavus 911 Radio System Upgrade- 

$64,958 

• State Library Archives and Museum (SLAM)

- $37.5 million 

• Joint City/State/Federal Parking Facility in Willoughby District- $1.5 million 

• Last Chance Basin Well Field Upgrades- $1.35 million 

• Salmon Creek Water Treatment Facility- $650,000 

• Juneau School District Curricular Materials- $200,000 

• Juneau International Airport Approach Lighting- $93,750 

• Juneau Fire Department Mobile Data Terminals- $66,000 

• Capitol Building Seismic Retrofit and Exterior Restoration- $9 million 

• UAS Deferred Maintenance- $4.27 million 
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• Gruening Cabin Major 
Maintenance and 
Residency Program 
Startup- $30,000 

• UAS Mining Workforce 
Development- $120,000 

• SEARHC Pediatric Dental 
Clinic Expansion- 
$193,000 

• Dimond Park Field 
House Parking Lot Paving 
Project- $72,000 

• Communities in Schools- 
$100,000 

• Front Street Clinic 
Equipment Acquisition- 
$43,000 

• Petersburg Police 

Station Renovation- 
$1,007,500 million 

• Petersburg Cemetery 
Columbarium- $85,000 

• Skagway Captain William 
Henry Moore Bridge 
Replacement- $13.4 million 

• Skagway Float Extension 
$1.8 million 

C A P I TA L  P R O J E C T S  C O N T I N U E D  

Rep. Kito honors 
Vietnam veteran Darryl 
Brown. 

Rep. Kito serves at a 

fundraiser for the 

Southeast Alaska food 

bank. 

The House Democratic Caucus. Reps. Kito, Gruenberg, Josephson, Tarr, Guttenberg, Kreiss
-Tomkins, Drummond, Tuck, Gara and Kawasaki. 

Students present a Peacock 
for Peace  to Rep. Kito, Sen. 
Egan and Rep. Tuck. 

Rep. Kito in a press 
conference on education. 

Rep. Kito with Rep. Geran 

Tarr and Erin Merryn at 

the Choose Respect Rally. 



Representative Sam Kito III 

State Capitol 

Juneau, AK 99801 

 

(907) 465-4766 phone 

(877) 465-4766 toll-free 

(907) 465-4748 fax 
 

Rep.Sam.Kito.III@akleg.gov 

www.repsamkitoiii.com 
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On the Web: 

To read an electronic 

version of this or 

other newsletters 

with links for more 

information, visit my 

website at 
www.repsamkitoiii.com 

 

In Your Email: 

If you would like to 

receive electronic 

newsletters by email, 

please let me know at 

Rep.Sam.Kito.III 

@akleg.gov. 
 

Thank you for your support 

and comments during the past 

session.  I have appreciated 

the phone calls and emails.  It 

has been a pleasure represent-

ing all areas of District 32, in-

cluding Downtown Juneau 

from Thane to Lemon Creek, 

Douglas Island, Petersburg, 

Skagway, Gustavus, Tenakee 

Springs, Kupreanof, Excursion 

Inlet and Hobart Bay. 

My door is always open, so 

please come by the office, call, 

write, or email.    


