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Boards Support Section 
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Juneau, AK 99811-5526 
 
Re: Kenai River-Bound Sockeye Salmon Dipnetting Season Extension Proposals 202 and 
203: Season Should Be Extended To Extent of Commercial Fishing Extensions When 
Consistent With Escapement Goals, And When Not Harmful To Kenai Silver Salmon Runs 
 
Dear Board of Fish Members: 
 
For the past three years, the sockeye salmon run on the Kenai River has been late.  Last year I 
unsuccessfully requested the Department to equitably extend the sockeye personal use fishery on 
par with the extension granted to commercial fishermen. The denial of that request has impacted 
the majority of Alaskans who do not have commercial fishing permits or boats, and calls for an 
equitable, responsible change in policy. Given the Department’s preference to extend the season, 
when escapement is adequate to protect the fishery, for commercial fishermen over individual 
Alaskans, the Board of Fish needs to adopt a rule that fairly protects all users, including 
commercial and personal use fishermen who rely on this fishery, while protecting our salmon 
runs. An extension, of course, should not continue if it endangers Kenai River silver salmon 
escapement. 
 
As you know, in most prior years the biggest pulse of fish started entering the Kenai River in 
mid-July, with daily pulses of sockeye in numbers over 100,000, and sometimes 200,000, 
entering the Kenai on days between July 15th and 17th. The run since 2014 arrived much 
later. Since 2014, substantial numbers of sockeye salmon have entered the river after the July 
31st closure for personal use dipnet fishermen, and escapement, though late, has been vibrant and 
healthy.  At the same time, recognizing no danger to adequate sockeye and silver salmon 
escapement (the commercial fishery is shut down under current ADF&G policy when silver 
salmon escapement is endangered), commercial fishing for Kenai River-bound sockeye salmon 
has been extended past July 31st, to August 6th , 12th  and 9th  in 2014, 2015 and 2016 
respectfully. 
 
There is no biological justification for denying dipnet access to individual Alaskans who seek 
sockeye salmon, while allowing the commercial fleet sole access to these fish.  The commercial 
fishery is important to Alaskan families, as is the personal use fishery, and leaving the latter open 
does not materially impact commercial fishermen.  Rather, this policy change would reflect the 
reality of later fish runs, entering the river after the July 31st closure. 



 

 
I would leave to your expertise how to possibly amend proposals 202 and 203 in order to fairly 
extend the season in years when significant escapement is projected to go through the first week 
of August, and recognize that the Department should be able to close the dipnet fishery when it is 
extended, just as it does now with commercial fishermen, to protect silver salmon 
runs. Obviously this should occur only in years the Department has projected that its escapement 
goals will be met to protect the sockeye fishery and sockeye runs into the future. 
 
The City of Kenai should also be given adequate notice of an extension so that it may keep staff 
hired to run the facilities and operations it engages in, or contracts for, to help run this fishery. 
 
I hope you will issue a policy to allow the extension of the personal use dipnet fishery on the 
Kenai River in years, and on dates, where we are projected to meet our sockeye escapement 
goals, can protect the river’s returning silver salmon, and in a way that is commensurate with the 
commercial fishery extension which occurs only when Kenai River sockeye and silvers are 
protected. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  I have decided against filing legislation on this issue, 
recognizing that the Board of Fish is the best forum for discussion and debate on these issues. 
 
Rep. Les Gara 
 

 
 
cc:         Alaska Outdoor Council  
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
  


