
After the 4th special legislative session gaveled in Monday, the House Judiciary 
Committee immediately took up SB 54, a bill to modify some provisions of criminal 
justice reform policy enacted with 2016’s SB 91. The committee took many hours of 
public testimony on Monday and Tuesday evenings and also consulted with experts 
from the Department of Public Safety, the Department of Law, and the Alaska Crim-
inal Justice Commission.  

 
After more than 45 amendments were proposed for the bill, 
House Judiciary passed SB 54 from committee on Thursday. It will 
be taken up by our Finance Committee Saturday morning.  
 
It is absolutely paramount that we ensure our communities are 
safe, and I believe passage of SB 54 will enhance law enforce-
ment’s tools to hold dangerous offenders and thieves accountable.  
The bill is based on what lawmakers have heard from police, 
prosecutors, and the public.  
 
What is Senate Bill 91 All About? 
While SB 54’s focus is on fixes in the criminal code and sentencing, 
the reforms in SB 91 are much more comprehensive.  
 
SB 91 includes measures to: 

• Reinvest in Programs Proven to Reduce Recidivism and 
Protect Public Safety 

• Implement Evidence-Based Pretrial Practices so that peo-
ple who do not pose a threat to the public do not sit in jail 
before they have been convicted of a crime.  

• Focus Prison Beds on Serious and Violent Offenders 
• Strengthen Probation and Parole Supervision 
• Improve Reentry Programs to help people exiting prison 

leave criminality behind and become productive members 
of society. 

• Ensure Oversight and Accountability to make sure these 
programs work.  

 
Reducing recidivism—the percentage of people who, after being released from 
prison, go on to commit crimes again—is one of SB 91’s most important goals. In 
Alaska, that percentage is almost 66 percent, nearly the highest rate in the nation. 
In comparable states, such as Wyoming, which has a population similar to Alaska’s, 
the recidivism rate is only about 35 percent.  
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Recidivism Reduction is Crime Reduction and Means Safer Communities.  
Programs proven to reduce recidivism include: 

• Substance Abuse Treatment, already funded at $2.5 million for FY17 and FY18. 
• Support and Guidance for Re-entering Society, already funded at $3 million for FY17 

and FY18. 
• Violence Prevention Programs, already funded a $3 million for FY17 and FY18.  

 
Going forward, substantial reinvestment funds have already been earmarked to continue these ef-
forts:  

• $4 million for treatment in Community Residential Centers. 
• $4 million for treatment in prisons. 
• $8 million for community-based treatment and re-entry services. 
• $8 million for community-based violence prevention programs. 

 
Criminal Justice Reform is Important for Alaska Natives 
I am particularly concerned with recidivism because Alaska Natives are overrepresented in Alaska 
prisons at troubling levels. According to Department of Corrections data, in 2012 Alaska Natives 
made up 37 percent of the adult prison population, while their representation in the total state 
population was only 19 percent.  
 
As I noted earlier, the overall recidivism rate in Alaska is 66 percent, while recidivism for Alaska 
Natives has been significantly higher, with the rate for released non-violent Alaska Native felons at 

nearly 75 percent in recent years. Of those 
returned to prison for a technical violation of 
probation or parole conditions—most com-
monly linked to substance abuse and a lack of 
housing and transportation—42 percent are  
Alaska Native. 
 
These numbers show that Alaska’s criminal jus-
tice system was not working. It was costing 
more and more, doing far too little to treat 
the underlying drivers of crime, creating more 
criminals than it rehabilitated and in turn cre-
ating more victims, and devastating tribal 
communities and the state as a whole. Alaska 
Native villages have seen too many people 
who entered the criminal justice system return 
home as hardened criminals. Others never re-
turned at all, and ended up sleeping on city 
sidewalks. 
 
Moving Forward for Safer Communities 
Something had to be done, and that’s where 

SB 91 came in. The painstaking bipartisan fact finding that went into drafting SB 91 took place 
over years, aided by hundreds of hours of work by the Alaska Criminal Justice Commission. Every 
major component of the bill is proven in real-world practice elsewhere to be effective. 
 
It is my hope that SB 54 and its sentencing fixes will pass the House in just a matter of days. After 
that, our broader efforts to make Alaska communities safer will continue. To do so, we’ll need to 
follow through with what we started, to remain guided by evidence and facts, and to give SB 91 
reform measures the time they require to demonstrate their effectiveness.  

 

Speaker Edgmon met today with AFN President 

Julie Kitka. AFN is a strong supporter of smart 

Criminal Justice Reform. 



 

Next on the Special Session Agenda: Addressing the Fiscal Crisis 

 
 
 

Nikole Nelson, executive director of the Alaska Legal Services Corporation, recently brought an 
important matter to my attention. A deadline is fast approaching for claimants in the Corbell vs. 

Salazar Settlement who are on the “Whereabouts Unknown” list to supply information  
to the claims administrators. Those Alaska Natives on this list, or their heirs,  

may be eligible for payments under the settlement.  
 

Corbell vs. Salazar was a case brought against the federal government for mismanagement  
of Indian trust funds. It was settled in 2009 with an award of several billion dollars,  
and claims administrators are in the final weeks of  locating claimants for payments.  

 
Claims administrators have listed a “Whereabouts Unknown” list of Alaska Native claimants, or 

their estates, at www.indiantrust.com. You can go there to see if you or someone you know is on 
the list. At the website, click on the map under “Whereabouts Unknown: Help Locate Your Rec-
ord” on the righthand side of the page.  For Alaska, the lists are broken down by ANCSA regions.  

 
If you or someone you know is on the list, follow the instructions to be connected with claims 

administrators. If you have any trouble with the process, you can contact any of the Alaska Legal 
Services offices for help.  (You can find ALSC contact information at https://www.alsclaw.org/.)  

 
Don’t delay checking out whether you or someone you know is listed as a claimant. There are 

hundreds of Alaska Natives in all regions of the state listed.  
The deadline is November 27th, just a few weeks away. 

Special announcement: 

November 27th Deadline  

for Corbell claimants 

If the drawbacks associated with fewer Troopers on our roads and fewer prosecutors to try crimi-
nals has proved anything, it’s that we need to solve our fiscal crisis so that we can strengthen ser-
vices that are so central to the responsibilities of state government.  
 
On Thursday the House Finance Committee heard an overview of Governor Walker’s bill to estab-
lish a broad based tax. HB 4001 is intended to take a significant step toward eliminating the 
budget deficits that have destabilized our economy and hurt jobs and investment in the state. You 
can view Tax Division Director Ken Alper’s presentation here.  
 
The Senate Finance Committee will begin examining related fiscal issues next week in Anchorage. 

http://www.indiantrust.com
https://www.alsc-law.org/
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/get_documents.asp?session=30&docid=28038


Photos from the 2017 Alaska Federation of Natives Annual Convention 

 

Rep. Edgmon, far right, with members of the House Majority Coalition and Senate 

rural members, as a bronze plaque renaming the House Finance Committee room 

in honor of former Representative and Senator Al Adams was unveiled at AFN.  

Rep. Edgmon addressing the convention as Sen. Lyman  

Hoffman (D-Bethel) holds the Al Adams Committee Room plaque. 



 

Rep. Edgmon and Rep. Justin Parish (D-Juneau) with Aleut Corporation Presi-

dent Thomas Mack in Anchorage last Friday. Before an Aleut Corp luncheon, 

the representatives presented a legislative citation commemorating the 75th 

anniversary of the forced internment of Aleut people during World War II. 

Rep. Edgmon at the Dena’ina Center with Liz 

Medicine Crow. 

 



 

Rep. Edgmon with Aleut Corp  

shareholder Vince Tutiakoff. 

Speaker Edgmon on Thursday with Westward Seafood’s Dave Hatton and 

Mindy Heyano (from Dillingham). Dave and Mindy head up Westward’s 

program for job recruitment in communities large and small across the state.  

 



 

Keep in Contact 
Rep. Bryce Edgmon 
Address: 

Capitol Building, Room 208 

Juneau, AK 

99801 
 

Phone: 907-465-4451 

Toll Free: 1-800-898-4451 

Fax: 907-465-3445 

 

Email:  

Rep.Bryce.Edgmon@akleg.gov 

Adam.Berg@akleg.gov 

Tim.Clark@akleg.gov 

Amory.Lelake@akleg.gov 

Tyra.Smith-MacKinnon@akleg.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on 

Speaker Edgmon’s  

Facebook Page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=representative%20bryce%20edgmon

