
The first session of the 30th Alaska State Legislature convened on Tuesday, with the 
House under the leadership of the new Alaska House Majority Coalition. During the 
opening floor session it was my great honor to be officially elected Speaker of the 
House. I also take great pride and a profound feeling of responsibility in being the 
first House Speaker of Alaska Native descent. As I said during our inaugural session, I 
hope to be the first in a long line of Alaska Native Speakers.  
 
The most immediate goal of our bipartisan caucus is to put aside politics and focus on 
practical solutions to the state’s fiscal crisis.  

 
With the drop in oil prices creating huge budget deficits in 
recent years,  our savings have been drained to the point 
that if we continue business as usual the Constitutional Budg-
et Reserve could be empty as soon as July of 2018. A situa-
tion like that would threaten the very existence of the Per-
manent Fund Dividend program and possibly even the fund 
itself.   
 
No one likes the options we’re left with, but hard choices 
have become unavoidable. They include careful restructuring 
of the Permanent Fund to use some earnings for funding 
state government, reforming the unsustainable subsidies the 
state pays to oil companies, establishing new sources of rev-
enue, and additional cuts to spending. We need to act this 
session to put in place a comprehensive fiscal plan that pro-
tects the dividend, safeguards vital state services, leads to 
stable, sustainable, balanced budgets, and distributes the 
sacrifices asked of Alaskans as fairly as possible. 
 
We have been in this crisis for too long. The sooner we put it 
behind us, the sooner we can turn our full attention to revi-
talizing our economies and bringing greater safety and 
wellbeing to our communities.  
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House Speaker Bryce Edgmon’s 
 

Legislative Update 

Resolution Supporting King Cove Road Introduced Wednesday 

On Wednesday I introduced House Joint Resolution 6, which expresses the Legislature’s support for a road 
from King Cove to the far larger and more dependable airport at nearby Cold Bay. Because the route 
would cross about a dozen miles of the Izembek National Wildlife Refuge, it has been extremely difficult—
an on-going decades-long battle, in fact—to get the federal government to allow construction.    
 

Speaker Edgmon guiding 

the House Floor session  

on Tuesday. 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/30/Bills/HJR006A.PDF


HJR 6, which is scheduled to be heard in the House Resources Committee next Friday, January 27th, 
voices the Legislature’s appreciation to Senators Lisa Murkowski and Dan Sullivan and Congressman 
Don Young for their sponsorship of federal legislation—introduced just this month—to once again 
seek federal authority to get the road permitted and built. My resolution also urges the U.S. Con-
gress to pass the enabling legislation as soon as possible.  
 
Many of you are aware that for more than 30 years King Cove residents have campaigned for a 
safe and reliable road to the all-weather Cold Bay Airport. The short, gravel airstrip at King Cove 
is unusable for 100 days a year, on average, due to the stormy weather so common to the area. On 
the other hand, the airport at Cold Bay, less than 30 miles away, boasts the third-largest runway in 
Alaska and also includes a cross-wind runway and an instrument approach system for foul weather.  
 
Over the past three decades several small planes have crashed and 11 people have died during 
flights into or out of King Cove, and 8 lives have been lost because sick or injured King Cove resi-
dents weren’t able to get to Anchorage hospitals quickly enough due to bad weather.  
 
The road is the answer. In 2009 Sen. Murkowski added a provision to that year’s Omnibus Public 
Lands Act that allowed for the exchange of tens of thousands of acres of state and King Cove Cor-
poration lands for a 206 acre corridor through the refuge for the road. The following year, the 
Alaska Legislature unanimously approved the proposed exchange and road construction.  
 
Yet even though the corridor represents just 0.06 percent of the 315,000 acre refuge, former Sec-
retary of the Interior Sally Jewell refused to make a determination that the road is in the public in-
terest. The federal authority for the project expired last March, making the new legislation by Sen. 
Murkowski and Congressman Young necessary.  
 
Their bills would once again authorize the swap of federal and non-federal lands, give the go-
ahead for construction of the road, and finally make possible the dramatic improvement to life and 
safety the residents of King Cove have sought for so long.  

 

Speaker Edgmon and House Majority Leader Chris Tuck (D-Anchorage) with former Rep. Mike Davis 

and his students from the Bristol Bay Campus of UAF. L to R: Jimmy Coopchiak, Ida Nelson, Wanda Ful-

ton, Carolyn Luckhurst, Gwen Larson,  Speaker Edgmon, Evelyn Trefon, Verner Wilson, Carolyn Smith, 

Rep. Tuck, Lindsey Layland, Deven Lisac, Greg Marxmiller, and Mike Davis.  

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/30/Bills/HJR006A.PDF
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This week I reintroduced a bill to bring state statutes in line with the requirements of the federal Vio-
lence Against Women Act (VAWA).  Since late 2014, VAWA has taken precedence over a state 
requirement that protective orders issued by tribal courts or the courts of other states be registered 
in an Alaska court before they can be enforced.  HB 8 removes that requirement from state law so 
that there is no ambiguity regarding our compliance with the federal law.  This streamlining provi-
sion in the VAWA is designed to make Alaskans safer from perpetrators of domestic violence, sexu-
al assault, and stalking.   
 
HB 8 follows recommendations in a legal opinion issued by the Department of Law in 2015.  The bill 
will not only clarify the duties of law enforcement but also will eliminate the risk of lawsuits that 
could stem from the contradictions currently found in state statutes.  
 
HB 8 also more clearly specifies in statute that "other states" and "other jurisdictions" include courts 
of another state or territory, United States military tribunals, and tribal courts. And the bill adds a 
presumption of validity on the part of state law enforcement, so that they are required to enforce a 
protective order issued in another jurisdiction so long as it appears authentic on its face. 
 
It's important to note that the state still encourages registration of protection orders from other juris-
dictions. As the Department of Law noted in its opinion, the central registry “gives officers access to 
tribal and foreign protection orders anywhere in Alaska, even if the victim does not have a copy of 
the order at hand.” 
 
HB 8 has been referred to the House Community & Regional Affairs Committee and House Judiciary. 
I’m hoping it will be granted a hearing soon.  

 

Bill for Enforcement of Tribal Court Protection Orders Reintroduced  

http://akhouse.org/
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