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Building safer communities and working together to 

improve public safety remains a top priority. As 

House Judiciary Committee Chair and a member of 

the Alaska Criminal Justice Commission, I have been 

involved in ongoing criminal justice reform efforts— 

including the passage of Senate Bill 54 in November 

2017 and House Bill 312 in May 2018. 

SB 54 established flexibility for Alaska judges by 

strengthening sentencing for first-time class C 

felony offenders, repeat class A misdemeanor 

offenders, and petty theft offenders. And it added 

violating conditions of release as a crime. 

This session, the Legislature continued to improve 

public safety by approving legislation, reversing 

harmful cuts to prosecutors and troopers, and 

working to address the opioid epidemic. 
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Listening to the public, practitioners, and the Departments of Law and Public Safety, I 

sponsored House Bill 312 to give practitioners, judges, and law enforcement the tools they need 

to address the greatest public safety needs in Governor Walker’s Public Safety Action Plan. 

The bill: 
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Ensures consideration of a defendant’s 

out-of-state criminal history in pre-trial 

release decisions; 

Strengthens the pre-trial release 

assessment for those charged with vehicle 

theft and other crimes; 

Gives Alaska’s Attorney General the 

authority to criminalize dangerous new 

controlled substances; 

Increases surcharges imposed for felonies, 

misdemeanors, and violations and puts the 

increased revenue into public safety 

training; and

House Bill 312 passed by near-unanimous votes: 19-0 in the Senate and 31-1 in the House. The vote 

shows the Legislature's recognition that justice reform is working. We rejected arguments to 

repeal and replace past legislation and favored balanced monitoring and review focused on 

improving public safety.
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Rep. Kopp and Rep. Claman discuss House Bill 312
during a break from the House floor session. 

REVERSING BUDGET CUTS TO PUBLIC SAFETY
Over the past two years, it became apparent we had cut the public safety budget too deeply. the 

department of law cut a total of 76 positions in the last four years, including 22 prosecutors and 

prosecution of misdemeanor cases had dropped by 34% since 2013. The FY 19 operating and 

capital budgets include important steps to improve public safety funding: 

Invested $2 million in crime prevention and response equipment for APD; 

Added $12 million to increase the number of Alaska State Troopers and invested $2 million in 

crime prevention and response equipment for Troopers; 

Added five new prosecutors and three support staff to start reducing the impacts of cuts; and 

Increased funding for opioid and other substance abuse treatment by $12 million. 

The state’s financial investment combined with the Municipality’s commitment to increasing the 

number of police officers on the street (during my service as Acting Mayor, Anchorage had 417 

uniformed officers; during the prior administration, the number of APD officers dropped to 325; 

and Mayor Berkowitz has now brought the number of APD officers to 429) are important steps 

toward improving public safety in our community. 

Provides much-needed tools to help police and prosecutors reduce crimes against our doctors 

and nurses. 
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ADDRESSING THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC
As we work to improve public safety, we must address the opioid epidemic and continuing 

methamphetamine abuse. The following graphs, which reflect statewide and national statistics, 

show the challenges we face: 

This session, the Legislature took positive steps to address this issue: 

Limited first-time opioid prescriptions to a 7-day supply or less and strengthened reporting and 

education requirements for pharmacists and healthcare providers; 

Required daily updates to the controlled substance prescription database, instead of weekly 

updates, to alert providers of potential opioid abuse; and

Increased access to the overdose-reversing drug naloxone. 
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To improve public safety, we need to adequately fund public safety resources and 

get to the root cause of why people commit crimes. Recent improvements to 

probation and parole supervision are showing better results and improved pre-trial 

supervision is already showing a reduction in new criminal offenses. By continuing 

our commitment to tougher penalties and prison for violent offenders and reform and 

rehabilitation for non-violent, first-time offenders, we can improve public safety in 

Alaska. With greater investment in police and prosecutors, we can make sure there is a 

path to justice for victims of crime.  

Working together as a community for wise use of our public safety resources, we can 

improve public safety and provide safer neighborhoods for Alaska’s families.  
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